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WHAT WILL I STUDY?

Drama and Theatre A Level Course Overview

The course combines practical performance, theatre-making and critical analysis. You will work 

as a performer and/or designer while developing a strong understanding of how theatre is 

created and communicated.

COMPONENT 1 40%

DEVISING

Create an original 

performance inspired by a 

stimulus and an influential 

theatre practitioner. Develop 

ideas through rehearsal, 

experimentation and 

reflection.

COMPONENT 2 20%
TEXT IN 

PERFORMANCE

Perform extracts from a play, 

developing your interpretation 

through rehearsal and 

applying theatrical skills with 

control and purpose.

COMPONENT 3 40%
THEATRE MAKERS 

IN PRACTICE

Explore set texts, practitioners 

and live theatre. Apply your 

knowledge as a performer, 

designer and theatre-maker in 

the written examination.
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THE SIXTH-FORM EXPERIENCE

What's great about Drama and Theatre at Tenison's?

It is a practical, creative and demanding subject where your ideas matter.

PRACTICAL

A significant part of the course is spent making 

theatre, rehearsing, experimenting and performing.

COLLABORATIVE

Work closely with other students and learn how 

different performers, designers and practitioners 

shape a production.

INDEPENDENT

Develop your own interpretations, performance 

ideas and theatrical voice, with individual guidance 

from your teacher.

ANALYTICAL

Learn to discuss theatre with precision, connecting 

practical choices to text, practitioner and audience.
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BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

Opportunities and Experiences

Drama at Tenison's is about experiencing theatre as well as studying it.

LIVE THEATRE
Regular opportunities to see 

professional theatre and use those 

experiences to deepen your 

understanding of performance and 

design.

INDUSTRY CONNECTIONS

Workshops, talks and opportunities 

involving theatre and performing-

arts professionals.

NATIONAL THEATRE
Sixth-form students have taken part 

in the National Theatre Student 

Conference, connecting classroom 

learning with the wider theatre 

industry.

SCHOOL PRODUCTIONS

Take part in ambitious productions 

and develop experience in 

performance, rehearsal, backstage 

and production processes.

SHOWCASE YOUR WORK

Build confidence by sharing 

practical work with an audience 

and reflecting on the choices that 

made it successful.
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SKILLS FOR THE FUTURE

What will Drama and Theatre give you?

CONFIDENCE

Present ideas clearly, perform with purpose and 

become comfortable communicating in front of others.

COMMUNICATION

Listen, respond, collaborate and communicate ideas 

with precision.

CREATIVITY

Generate original ideas, take creative risks and solve 

problems through practical experimentation.

DISCIPLINE

Rehearse, refine, meet deadlines and respond 

constructively to feedback.

CRITICAL THINKING

Analyse texts, productions and theatrical choices, then 

justify your own interpretations.

PORTFOLIO & EXPERIENCE

Develop practical and written evidence of your skills 

that can support applications for further study and 

creative opportunities.

Drama can support progression into theatre, acting, directing, design, teaching, media, performance and many other careers where

communication and creative thinking matter.
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MAKE THEATRE.

UNDERSTAND THEATRE.

FIND YOUR VOICE.
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